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A TALE OF WARNING: 

OB, 

THE VICTIMS OF INDOLENCE. ^ 



CHAP. I. 



Few persons are sufficiently aware of 
the pernicioas tendency of indolence; 
or of the misery too frequ^n#jr en- 
tailed on those who have been suflereJ 
to indulge in this vice. Indolefrice is a* 
disease which, if too late attended to, 
pan never be cured! It is as inveterate 
ais it ia infectious, and often proves the 
destruction of iiamilies. 
. Agatha. St. Hubert^ a young lady of 
gj^ family but little or ng fortune^ 
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and very bvely in her person, lost her 
parents in her infancy, and was left 
under the guardianship of kind-hearted 
but weak-minded persons, who, hav- 
ing no children of their own, became 
dodngly fond of, and spoiled the beau- 
tiful orphan. Her disposition was 
mild, and affectionate, and her capa- 
city naturally quick ; but she was 
indolent, and her indolence was weak- 
ly indulged ; so that she grew up to- 
tally deficient in that housewifely 
knowledge and industry so neces- 
sary m every young woman, and al- 
most incapable of mental or bod^ 
exertion. 

Agatha was too indolent to be vay 
lively, or to cultivate those talents, 
and pleasing manners, which render 
even plain women agreeable. Shi^ 
hated needlework, and was shame- 
fully nqg^igent in her peivon; the osif 
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pleasure die was capable of enjoying 
«ra8 that of reading; but the weak in* 
dulgence of her guardians had suffer* 
ed her to imbibe a vitiated taste : the 
books she read, far from improving or 
fortifying her mind, tended tb^ener^ 
vate her understanding, and lead her 
imagination astray. She could only 
endure romances, and such light no- 
vels as did not require the trouble of 
thinking. For those she bad imbibed 
a pernicious passion: she read them 
night and day, and delighted to fancy 
h^ri&lf a captive princess, whose bhains 
some valiant knight was destined to 
brfeak ; or the persecuted ward of a 
cross old guardian ; an angelic beauty, 
who sighed for liberty and love in a 
cottage. 

With these disadvantages, good 
tempered and beautiful as she was, 
^e society of Agatha was shunned 
B 2 
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by the intelligent and the active* 
Xliis gave her little paini for she was 
too indolent to take much pleasure in 
auch society ; but that no man should 
^Ltravagantly love her^ as the fasci* 
nating Angelina, the charming Celes- 
tina, the incomparable Rosamunda^ or 
any other of the heroines of romance^ 
were beloved, was a severe mortifica-! 
tion. Her person indeed had been 
greatly admired, but she reached her 
four and twentieth year without bav-* 
ing created any serious attachment* 
Her guardians had died a few months 
before this period, Jeavlng her the little 
property they possessed, and the dis- 
posal of her own small fortune entirely 
at her discretion* . 

Chance however, soon after the 
death of her guardians, introduced a 
Scotch of&cer to her acquaintance^ 
somewhat older than herself who was 
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an enthusiastic admirer of beauty, and 
i^irho had never before seen a faee and 
form which so forcibly struck his ima^* 
gination, Agatha was certainly un- 
commonly beautiful^ and indolence* 
gave her a languor, which to some 
men is pleasing^. Being of as ardent 
disposition, and at moments rash in, 
his actfoias^ Captain Monroe almost, 
immediately declared his passion im 
the language of an Qroowktes^ and 
solicited the fair Agatha's hand^ as y'*, 
bilessiog on which his future happiness.* 
depended*: ; ^ , 

Archibald Monroe was a yous^i 
man of six and twenty, intelligent of 
cpuntenance, fine of form, aiid with 
manners extremely agreeable. Hia 
fortune was very small ; but fortune is 
the last thing young ladies, who spafid 
their time in reading novds and ro-r 
mancefl^ consider. It ought indeed 
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at all times to be a secondary coi^i- 
deratk>n. Agatha^ whose dispositioiiy 
though indolent, as 1 before said^ was 
affecttonate, and who indulged in all 
the folly of romance, was not long 
iMensible to the vows of her enthosi* 
astic lover, and in a few weeks they 
were married : though she was ratbec 
woo by his temporary folly than the 
itttriniic worth of his character. 

For some months, Agatha and 
Monroe were perfectly happy; he 
wes top maeh in love to see her faults, 
and still played the part of the rapta- 
rtm lover i m part most adapted to 
Agatha's vitiated taste : she was never 
tired of listening to his raptorss. Ohj 
how short-lived is such happiness I 
Every woman of sense most prsfer 
that rational and lasting affection, 
which shows itself not in words but 
actions, and which is not founded on 
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momentary caprice » or an inflated 
tmagination^ but on that esteem^ 
which an excellent heart, amiable 
iDdnnera, and a good nnderstanding 
create. 

Thoi^h by birth a native of So6t* 
land, Monroe resided^ in London, 
nvhen tm military duty did not call 
him daewhere, .being fond of that 
choice society, and the inexhaustible 
aoorces of amuaement and knowledge^ 
which the metrdpolis afibrds. Though 
aometimes rash in his decisions, he 
was a young man of talent, ]nforma'«> 
tion, and a most exquisite sensibility* 
Hii love of virtue was enthusiastic^ 
and, though his feelings were acute to 
an extreme, he had the most affec- 
tionate of human hearts. When ex- 
ated, he was choleric; but his temper 
was by no means severe. He did not^ 
ttiough fond of society^ indulge in the 
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:eiLtravdgance and dissipation to which 
officers in general are too prone: his 
income was limited; but, had he pos«- 
'Sessed a lairge fortune, his heart and 
understanding would have made htm 
apply it to worthy uses. His com- 
panions were men of sense, and weH** 
informed^ and his amusements were 
rational, and taken in moderation. 

During the honey- moon, which 
they spent 'in the country, Archibald 
idevoted his time exclusively to his 
wife^ and she willingly laid down her 
jiovels, to listen to his incessant and 
animated praise. In the fourth month 
however, on their return to the metro- 
polisy Monroe began to be accustomed 
to the beautiful face of Agatha; the 
novelty ceased, and his raptures gra> 
dually died away, to be succeeded by 
a sentiment more lasting, and equally 
tender^ though not so smpassionecjl# 
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He now expected to find in his wife 
a rational and agreeable companiorr, 
who would attend to her family, share 
in his pleasures, entertain his friends, 
and exert herself to please her hQS<* 
band, lorer, and friend. 

Of exertion, ahs, Agatha was inca^ 
pable. When her husband ceased tor 
address her like a hero of romance^ 
and wished to converse rationally, she 
had nothing to say. If he read in*' 
structive and entertaining books to* 
amuse her of a» evening, she yawned, 
and fell asleep. She had totally neg- 
lected to keep- up the litde practice 
she* bad given to music, and cultivate 
a .voice naturally fine. She was too - 
indolent to like walking; dancing 
was her aversion ; going to the opera 
or concerts,, in which her husband- 
particulaHy delighted, demanded tea 
much preparation of dress;, and ia 
b5 
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company «he wns tangiiid, and r^mna^ 
ia those Uttle atteottona which are iur 
4^)ensabte. She had paid a littie 
num attention to dresa during the 
firsit ninths pf her marriage; but the 
exertion soon became trksorae, and 
she sunk into her old slovenly habits. 
In domestic coneeirna too she waa 
culpably negligent. 

Monroe awoke front a dream of 
rapture^ to the most painful alarm fpr 
bis future happiness ! He found that 
his imagination had gifted his> wife 
with, mental charms and' qualities she 
did not possesa; and her beauty^, be*^ 
fore the object of his idolatry^ now be* 
eame a source of regret to the diaap* 
pointed husband. 

" Had she not been so hw^Mmie/" 
thought AschiUdd^ '^ she would not 
have been ndulged in this baaefiil in^ 
dokncel She would have fell the ne^ 
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cei^ty of cukifattng facr miady and 
making hersdf agreeable. She woidd. 
Iiave been taoght how to govern her 
family, and made fit to educate her 
diildrcn: as it is, she is almost inca^^ 
pdble of every domestic and social 
. duty. Tet sorely, if she be bot kind* 
ly shown the precipice on wUch she 
stands, if her ho^nd conjure her to 
rooae from the lethargy of indolenoa^. 
aflSsction will make her straggle agmsit 
its pemidons influence^ and her strty*^ 
gles will finally be victorious.** 

Monroe thought like a young in- 
experienced man, who had little know- 
ledge of human nature, and the in- 
veterate force of habit: he eitpected 
almost impossibilities, and, by forming: 
sanguine hopes of success, only in- 
creased the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment. 

It is true, when, he reasoned^ ^thi 
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all the raanly^ energy of virtue andaf- 
fecticm, and conjured Agatha to rouse 
herself, and shake off the lethargy of 
iodolence, ^e listened to htm patient* 
ly, and felt a momentary terror of 
tiie evib her husband so forcibly pic- 
turedy and a wish to be all that he 
could desire; b^t these wene feeblej 
C9mpared to the rooted power which 
indolence had obtained* She made 
temporary but weak efibrts; and had 
not the virtuous courage to persevef^i 
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CHAP. n. 



, That young married woitien iiiaj be 
ifdly. aware how dangerous it is to sink 
into indolent hatHts, and to lose that de* 
sure of pleasing, which before maniage 
ia perhaps carried a little too for, I 
wall rdate an. instance or two of the 
disgust the indolence of Agatha gave 
her husband^ and of the indignant dis^ 
pleasure it excited. 

Monroe was invited one day to dine 
with a superior officer, his countryman^ 
a gentleman of fortune and merit, 
who had been married two years to a 
Yery.amiablej though plain woman, 
and was requested to bring his wife* 
The morning of that day, Monroe 
had occasion to go a few miles out of 
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town OB business^ but at breakfast 
time he begged Agatha particularly 
to pay some attention to her dress^ 
and to exert heiwlf to please : 

^Because,** said the kind husband/^ I 
•hoaM not like Colonel M'Donald to 
aiake disadvanti^eons oompariscms be- 
tween you and his wife, who, I under- 
itand, though plain in her person, is a 
eharmiog woman, agreeable in her 
flaanoers, ami [leasing in her appear^ 
aiicei Do not, dear Agatha, from 
a culpaUe indolence, expose yourself 
to merited censure. Your persomd* 
hmaxty will only make criticism doubly 
atrere, because it will excite the envy 
ofmostof yourofwn sex, who have been 
teasfisvoored by nature. I do^not, my 
k>Te^ wish yoa to be fine,, but bt 
y^ar dress be neat, and faeooming; do 
not, as it frequently happens^ wait t3I 
tbe last moment to dress : th^ colonels 



dinea early, is punctual to bis hojur, md 
^oef iH^ admire ftwhionabla^ ill mao^ 
xiers : beside, hp is almost a stranger ta 
us, we never before were at bis bowsf^ 
end it would be extremely rode U^ 
treat him with as little eeremony aa 
thai; with which peofrfe are too^apt 
to treat an intimate friend." 

Agatha promised to observe her 
I^Kisbattd's instrnctions, and Mo«ree^ 
telling her he should fetch her at four 
o'clock iMPecisely, and: bagging that he 
might ftid her ready» monnited hm^ 
horse and rode away^ 

After, he was gone, Agatha, nothavi^ 
ing the good cuito«i of usefully emh 
ployii^ her time> went aa usual ta 
3but heraelf up to her dressing-roomie 
to nwlof Mghing damseki aad deifiair-- 
iog^ swells.. Uabiekily, over, nig^ ehct 
had received a newly piaUJabed ro^ 
mance- from the otrculaltng. Ithrary, 
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Id which she was a constant subscriber ; 
this romance, which was in three thick 
volumes, and filled with themost extra- 
vagant and marvellous adventures, so 
entirely occupied her, that the morning 
was^ gone before she was conscious 
H, was noon, and she never thought of 
her engagement till she was electrified 
lifjr the well-known rap of Monroe at 
the street door. The dock just then 
struck four. 

*^ Good heavens r* exclaimed Aga- 
tha, *' it is four o^dock, and I am not 
dressed i I had quke forgotten my en* 
gagement^ and this is no doubt Mon- 
roe. WhatwiHhesay?" 

She hastily threw the books into a 
dfawerj rang the beli^ for the maid 
to h^lp her, and with trembling agita- 
tion began her toilet. Susan, the 
maid, came intb the room. 

<' That was your master^ was it not >'* 



j 
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asked Agatha^ hoping she might have 
been mistaken, 

"Yes, Ma'am," replied the girl; 
/^and he is coming up stairs, to see 
if yoo are dressed/' 

^* For Heaven's sake make baste and 
help me, Susan, or your master* wttt 
be out of patience. I bad no idea 
of the lime: indeed I had forgotten 
we were to dine out.*' 

Monroe now entered the apartment^* 
and seeing Agatha had scarcely be«^ 
gun her toilet, he angrily said : 

" So, Agatha, you have paid much^ 
attention to my request! What can 
be the reason I find you not half^lressed? 
It is past four o'clock !'.' 

'< Indeed, my dear Archibald^ 1 
had nondea ofihe hour I I am very 
sorry to keep you waiting, but only 
have a little patience, and I diall be 
ready in a few mimitea^'** 
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Manroe, highly oflTended, made no 
answer^ but walked out of the rooin. 
Agathai whose indolence ntended 
even to the most trivial and common*^ 
place things, was very dow at her toi- 
let ; and, though aided by Susan/ it 
Iras fuU half an hour before the wp» 
iMdy. Soaan could not be expected 
to i)ave taste or great neatness. Aga<* 
tha had very Kttle of either^ and 
she was so Ibrried that she scarcely 
kn$w what she dids so that, instead! 
of being better she was even worse 
dressed than usuaL When she came 
down to her husband, he looked at 
her with indignant displeasure, and 
suffered the servant to assist hev to 
tfie coach* 

When they were in the carri^ie, 
Monroe, sighing deeply, exclaimed' r 

*^. I am an mifbrUinale man 1 I nar« 
ried with the fond but foolish hope of 



being loved by my wHb; but I have 
daily proof that she is not only indsf» 
ferent to my peraon but to my pwee 
of mind. She beeds nothing botth« 
gratification of her selfish indokneei^ 
and die is obstinately blind to tlm 
misery she is bringing on herself I 
GoodGodh why was my rasson m« 
toxicat^ by that fatal beauty, which^ 
imtead of a blesi^ngy will be a curse 
to yourself and me. Why was T so m^ 
Situated ? Why did I su^r my imagt- 
nation to g^ft you with those qualities, 
without which no married woman can 
do her duty^ or make her husbmd hap* . 
fff Fool I Rash fool that I was! H 
is in vain that I daily appeal to your af« 
fection, or that I endeavour, by less 
gentle reasoning, to rouse you from 
the lethargy of indolenpe^ Tou are 
determined to make yoursdf and mt 
miserable/* 
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' Agatha, who felt conscious t^at 
the displeasure of her husband was 
just, and whose temper was beside 
gentie and affectionate, made no at** 
tempt to defend herself, but sat in 
mournful silence till they reached the 
colonel's house. The company, which 
was numerous,^ were all iusembled, afid 
the colonel was impatiently expecting 
the arrival of Captain Monvoe and 
hi# lady, to sit down to dinner. 
. '' Why, Captain," said CoL M'Do- 
nald, after the ficst compKments were 
Qver,, '* I thoMght that you, like me^ 
were so unfashionable as to« be a 
punctual inanj but I find I was mis^ 
taken.** 

*^ I am too sensib^ of the justice of 
your reproach,** answered Monroe, 
5^ to attempt to excujse myself^ and 
plead gjAilty.** 

*' It was not my husband's faulty 
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Sir/' said Agatha^ bloshiug Aod^ft 
^' I only am toblame ; I forgot the hoar^- 
and kept him waiting/' 

Monroe^ whdse teinp^r though ir«i 
rascible was very forgiving^ softened 
by the candfd acknowledgment of 
his wife^ and pitying the visible dis* 
tress she Mt^ looked kindly at Agatha, 
and good naturedly said^ 

••Well, my dear, you will be less 
forgetful another time, and I am per- 
suaded the colonel will have the good* 
ness to excuse our first offence/* 

♦• Nay, my dear Sir, could I bear ma- 
lice to a lady,** replied Colonel McDo- 
nald good humoredly, •• I should de* 
serve to be disbanded : beside, I have 
always found Maria [the ' colonel's 
wife] so punctual, that lam inclified 
to believe that the ladies, generally 
speaking, are* more exact on these 
oobasions than we are. I tvas a sad 
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Mgngtxnt fiUo^i before I married^ 
S09 my desr Madam/' continued the 
oolonel^ leading Agatha into the dia« 
ing parlour, ^^do not blame yourself 
far a fergcrtMfiBtt which I am per^ 
auaded wai accidental/' 

Thiih good-bumored politeness gave 
relief both io Monroe and his wili^ 
and the amiable mistress of the house 
shewed them the most marked atten- 
tion. "^ 

Monroe^ though his afFectimate 
and forgiving temper would not taffer 
him long to feei resentment against 
his wife, could not help perceiving, 
with great pain of heart, the; striking 
contrast between Agatha and the co« 
kmel's iady. 

Mrs. McDonald, though her person 
was plam, hid a more prepossessing 
appearance than the beautiful Mrs. 
Monroe^ because she dressed with ele« 
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gnit 8ktt{ilicsily> md htttnett. The 
tnamiers of Agalha werb riao Uui* 
guid, mthoot being attractive s aha 
could only converse on trtvial siAm 
jeotSy andj as I before informed the 
reader, she waa too indolent to cid^ 
tivate the little talents she possessed^ 
to give her friends and husband plea* 
•ore. Mrs; M'Donald was well in* 
formed, yet modest, engaging in her 
manners, capable of conversing with 
persons of understanding, and yet not 
too proud, when hospitality or good 
breeding required it, to mix in Ngfat 
and frivolous conversation. She sang 
and pl^ed, though not in a maaterly 
style, well Plough to entertain her 
liriends, and amiiae her husband ; and 
her alacrity to oblige made her ge* 
nerslly l&ed. Her behaviour toward 
the colonel was equally amiaUe and 
juiiciaas i riie was attentive and effeo* 
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Mcynate^ wftbeut i^ppeariog tobeoffiv 
cious; to please him was evidentljr 
the first wish of her heart, yet sha 
ixmde no parade of her love. 
. McMifoe, when he coaipared hb 
beautiful and insipid wife to the plain 
but agreeable Mrs. McDonald, could 
not suppress a rising sigh, and a se- 
cret wish that Agatha, at the loss 
even of her beauty, could resemble 
her. 

The colonel, who was a man of an 
excellent heart and understanding, and 
who had married not from a sudden 
and rash passion, but affection found- 
ed on esteem, and a knowledge of the 
mind and disposition of the woman 
he loved, was dotingly fond of his 
Maria: he would not have parted 
with her for the most beautiful wife 
in the woiid. Her amiable qualities 
and estimable conduct made her ap- 
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p^f lovely in his eyes. He soon dis* 
Gorered the mental inferiority of Aga- 
tha, and thought her unworthy of the 
warm-hearted and noble-minded Mon-- 
roe» whose high-souled qualities had 
been reported to him, previous to his 
introduction to that gentleman. When 
their guests were retired, Col. McDo- 
nald, taking his wife's hand, said : 

" I am daily more and more sen- 
sible of your worth, my dear Maria ;. 
and find occasion to regret that my 
friends have not each been as fortu- 
nate as myself, in the choice of awifc^ 
Poor Monroe ! How it grieves me to 
think he is married to a wo^ian sq 
unworthy of him, so incapable of 
making him happy. By what strange 
fatality, or perversion of judgment,, 
could he love a mere automaton ? She 
is very beautiful,, it must be allowed; 
but even her beauty loses its attraction, 
c 
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by the little attention she pays to 
her person. She has neither talents, 
nor conversation, to atone for her want 
of taste and neatness. How could » 
young mdn of his soul fall in Ipvc 
with a woman, every way so littjr 
calculated to please persons of seiai^ 
and feeling? Oh, Maria, had he mart|i> 
ried such a woman' as yourself, be 
would be happy. I saw the esteem 
and mlmiration with which he regarded 
you ! Nay, I fear, I perceive that be 
was painfully aware of the deficiency 
of his soul-less wife, whom he never- 
theles&i, I am told, tenderly loves. 
Heaven grant that he may be blind to 
her imperfections! If he perceive 
them, he must be miserable ! Never 
did I more forcibly feel my own hap- 
piness, and yoQr excellence, than 1 did 
this night. I well saw that my friends 
sympathized in my feelings, and that^ 



if they bad spoken their sentmieiift^, 
they would have acknowledged that the 
beautiful Mrs. Monroe was not to be 
cbmpared with my dear Mm-ia." 

Mrs. M'Donald listened to the me- 
rited and animated praise of her bus- 
band with modest pleasure, and, 
though her good natui-e sought (ex- 
cuses for the mental deficiency of 
Agatha^ she could not help pitying 
the amiable and interesting Monroe. 

We will now take leave of the hap- 
py pan-, and return to Agatha and her 
husband. 

Monroe returned home, in his own 
de^ite^ discontented and unhappy. 
J^gQthn^ in addition to her deficiency 
in personal neatness and elegance> 
in his eyds appeared to have been 
vAote remiss than usual in those pleas- 
ing attenticina and agreeable manners^ 
which are tfee life and chatm of socia}^ 
ca 
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CHAP. III. 

AifOTHBR more flagrant imtmc? of 
the cuipahle iedolence^ in whioh tbe 
isfelf-4^voted Agatha indulged, will give 
the leader some idea of the torment n 
SMu of Monroe's exquisite aenfiibility 
and justness of thiAkiDg must wfkf^ 
withsueh a vromani beautifal and mild 

Monroe had an uncle, an ddedly 
genUeman^ who had. been his giiar«> 
dian, and for whom he had a filial le^ 
spect. This uncle, who resided in 
Scotland, came up to London, about 
eight months after his nephew's mar- 
riage, to prepare for a voyage to India ; 
having, through the interest of some 
friends, obtained a lucrative post, in 
the civil department, at Madras. He 



7AIf9 OF WARKINO. 31 

WIS only to stay a few days in town^ 
and^ as he had no house^ Monroe in- 
vited him to oocupy an apartment 
in his ; which ofier Mr. Strathmore, 
who had a paternal regard for his ne- 
phew^ and who was a frank^ilain-deal-' 
ing man, readily accepted. 

Monroe, before that gentleman 
came, entreated his wife to see that 
his room was made comfortable, and 
to show him every attention^ not oiUy 
because be was a near and dear re- 
lation, to ij^m he lay under serious 
obligations, but because, though an 
excellent and friendly man, Mr. Strath- 
more was apt to take c^ence at the 
slightest omission, and to think him- 
self neglected. 

Agatha, according to custom, pro- 
mised to observe her husband's in- 
junctions, and, as .usual, was guilty 
lyf cdpable neglect. With her aocjiii- 
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tomed indolence, she trusted to the 
servant: Susan assured her that she 
would make the apartment of Mr. 
SlrathnK)re comfortable, and Agatha 
never went to see that every thing 
was neat, and as it ought to be, as 
every good housewife would have done. 
The maid, knowing her mistress would 
be satisfied uith her assurance that 
every thing was right, and that she 
would not take the trouble to see her- 
self that nothing was neglected, in- 
stead of making the room neat, and 
comfortable, left every thing in dis- 
order, and was so- shamefully care*^ 
less as to put sheets on the bed that 
had not been aired. 

In the evening the old gentleman 
arrived, supped with Monroe, and 
being a man of the world, soon formed 
an opinion that was not to the advan- 
tage of Agatha. When bed-time came 
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hoinrever^ he r^tire^ to his chamber^ and 
employed some time in looking over 
papers^ after which he undressed himr 
self; t>ut he had not laid' many minutey 
before he was perfectly convinced 
that the sheets were.damp, and consef- 
<iuently his health i& danger. His rci- 
solution was soon taken. Withoojt 
disturbing his nephew^ be rang for a 
Oandle^. dressed himself, and,, walking 
softly down- stairs^, left the house ta 
seek a lodging at a. hotek. 

The surprise of Monroe^ the next 
morning, when: he found what had 
happened, may well be conceived : he 
could not at first conjecture the cause ; 
bat he knew there must be something 
e^^ntially wroug. An immediate and 
determined inquiry was begun, and 
Monroe too soon discovered a very 
jiustifiabie reason for. his uncle's con- 
dftct. 

" c 5. ' ' ' 
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It would be f am to aMeiDfM: t^do** 
scribe the feelings of Monioe^ for 
feditigs such as his were can only be 
concmed and understood by a boa* 
band. Agatha felt pain^ but it was 
of too tx)nfased and indistinct a kind 
to teach her any wholesome lesson 
of amendment. 

I leave the reader to im^ne what 
were the indignation and cfistress of ai^ 
old gentleman^ temarkably orderfy in 
his habits, who had a terror of damp 
beds from having once cau^ a. dan-* 
gerons illness by sleeping in one, and 
who was tenacious of the most trifling' 
attention! 

In the forenoon, having^ breakfasted 
where he slept, Mr. Strathmore re- 
turned, thiSit he might account to hh^ 
nephew for rtie seeming imprapriety 
of Ms condoct ; %ut his return was 
with a determination not to stay in a 



•faowe «e diiorderly, and wbeie jie had 
been treated wUh« w little impact. 
No laQS grieved than asbaioed by the 
i3oiidiict of his wife, MQ^roe, aliooat 
afrmd to m^t the eye of hia uqcH^ 
kneiv not what to say: at laat be 
made a feeble atteo^pt to apologia* 

To this Mr* Strathmpre, wbp was 
a man that could not curb his paasioo^ 
and thai spoke his fadings in rather 
too hlnnt a manner* answered mgrily : 
. ^^ Yea! it is very com&rtaUe for 
a man oS my age to be obl^;ed to seek 
a lodging, through the streets of Ion- 
don at midnight^ or can the risk of 
losing ray life, by lying in damp sheets.'* 

Monroe darted an indignant look 
at his vfib, who^ trembling and con- 
fused* scaredy was able to sit on 
her chair. The old gentleman^ too 
angry ta notice her confiwon* thua 
Gontinaed: 
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«' Bat this wHl be the Itst time 
*I shall expose myself to meet such 
neglect from relations; I will not^ 
trouble you another night, Madam; 
<and I am sorry my nephew prevailed 
^1 me to come.** 

Agatha, self-condemned and ready 
•to sink with shame, had not the pow- 
er even to attempt makings an apolo- 
gy : but Monroe, vexed to the soul, 
and eager to convince his respected 
irdation that no intentional neglect 
had been shown him, went up to the 
old gentleman, and^ warmly pressii^ 
his hand, said^ 

^' My dear uncle^ pray let me pre- 
vail on you to excuse this shameful 
negligence I We will take care that it 
shall ziot be repeated. My wife would 
not, for the world, have shown intui- 
tional neglect, or disrespect, to so near 
and dear a relation ; but she is unfortu- 
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fuitdy ^orant of houwhoM affiiirs^ 
ftad triiflted to. persons who pretemled 
to be better infoniMd. She will be in^ 
txxnsobble^ if yoo leave us in anger I 
Pray, let tne prevail on youj dear uncle^ 
to stay/' 

/ ^' I shall not leave you in apger,** 
repfied Mr. StvathmoFe^ softened by 
the oonoern bis bebved nephew shew* 
ed, and the visible dial:ines» of Agatha; 
^ but you must eacuse me^ nephew, 
from staying at your hdiikse» I am. n 
particular man, and should give a 
great deal of trouUe, which it is better 
to avoid. I am willing to believe that 
ray niece^ as you say, did not mean 
any intentional disrespect; but she 
must excuse my frankly telling her^ 
that nothing is so necessary as for the 
mistress of a family to understand how 
to govern and direct her servants, and 
that^ if she be ignorant of househdd 
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gSmny she ought to apply with re80«^ 
kite pertevenmoe to make hendf well 
•eqnaiiited with them. 1 6W my meoe 
with a novel in her hand, the last 
ihiag" at night and the first thing ha 
the morning I Excuse roe^ nieoe^ biat 
you might employ yoor time better. 
The mistress of a family should only 
read at {tat)per times, and soeh books 
as will improve as well as amuse 
the mind. If* yon viiloe your fature 
happiness; do not indulge in snch in- 
dolent and pemieious habits* By the 
mihlYiess wkh which yoo hear me, 
your disposition and temper lean see 
are excellent; I therefore feel it ray 
duty to warn yon against a defeet, 
whichi if not corrected, may have fa- 
tal consequences/* 

How inveterate jpv^ the Ibroe of 
habit be^ when lessons so mortifying^ 
and warnings so repeated, could not 
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efi«ct any lasting change in a young 
woman^ i^oie hoart ivaa good, and 
^fvho wisiMi to laake har htulbanil 

Mr. Strathniofe^ lliongh hiadispteft^ 

mitt waa tofletied, could not ba pw^ 

imled upoft to stay at tha house o£ Ma 

ttephew; but he vtaited him frequently^ 

ai^l they parted with roatual esteem 

•and regret. The old gentleman, in 

hia viait6> sai«? so many inatanees o£ 

uneonqoeraUe indc^iiGe ia Agatha, 

that he beeaaie aeriousty alarmed foe 

tiie futufe hep{m«s oi, his beloved ne. 

phew^ and, on quitting London^ wrote 

a letter to Agatha^ in which he severely 

eensurad her conduct, and solemnly ex-^ 

horted her to rouse herself to exertion. 

The ft^wing wer^ Ha eo ntenta : 
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" Niece, 
. f ' You will perhaps think the liberty 
I am about to take is iinpardonable ; 
but the near relationship which sub- 
sists between myself and your hus- 
band,, the sincere affection I bear bim^ 
and the earnest desire I have to pre- 
vent your being mutuaUy unhappy^ 
give me the right, even at the risk of 
offending you, fcankly to mak^ ypu 
acquainted with my sentiments^ and 
warn you to shake off that excess of 
indolence which, unless it be timely 
Qorrected^ will prove your ban« through 
Mfe. 

*' Your tempei? is mild, and your 
heart appears to be excellent; you 
love my nephew^ who qertainly is 
most worthy of being loved,; yet I am 
sorry to say, you neglect his advice^ 
and give him continual subject of dis- 
satisfaction, and^ I plainly perceive 
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that, if you do not greatly alter^ yon 
will in the end make him and yourself 
miserable. 

** You must daily feel that the in- 
dolence in which you indulge, subj^ectai 
you to repeated mortification ; is it not 
strange then, that you should wilfully 
persist in habits which will soon make 
you unfit even to attend to the most 
trivial occurrences, much more to fulfil 
the high and honourable duties of a wife 
and mother ? 

'* My nephew is a kind husband ; 
he is tenderly attached to you, but 
he has too much understanding, and 
too nice a discrimination of right and 
wrong, not to feel the danger, and, per- 
mit me to say, the culpability of those 
indolent habits to which I now seri- 
ously call your attention. I daily wit- 
ness the pain of heart such habits in- 
flict, and the difficulty with which your 
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hxvibmif partial as he is, can refrain 
from givuig iitteranoe to his feelings. 

" Pardon the freedom, nieoe, with 
which I enforce these disagreeable 
truths. I do justice to your good 
qualities; but I see the precipice on 
which you stand! I tremble for the 
future! I would, if possible^ rouse 
you to a thorough sense of your dan* 
gerl If you lore your husband, if you 
value your own peace, be timely 
warned ! Shake off this baneful indo- 
lence ; it will robryou of your husband's 
k>Te ! it will bring misery on yourself, 
on him, and on your innocent off- 
spring ! Once more reflect on conse- 
quences, and be warned! 

'* Tour sincere well-wisher, 
^^ though disapproving Uncle, 

" DVGALB StRATHMQRB." 

• ( 
P. S. I leave it to your discretion, 
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to ^hev thb letter^ or keqp it ccmoealtd 
Iram my iiephev^« I an the Uat man 
OD earth to wish to create any coldneM 
between youi hut let me again con- 
jure you to be timely advised; a«d/ be* 
fore it is too late^ nouae yourself from 
the pemieioiis apathy of indolence.'* 

This letter^ notwithstanding its se- 
Verity^ was reed by Agatha withoofe 
resentment^ and at the moment it 
made something like a etrong impres- 
sion on that lady : she felt that the cen«^ 
aore of Mr, Strathmore^ though severe^ 
was just, and that his intentions were 
kind; and she promised herself that 
she would observe his fiiendly admo* 
nitions : bat Agatha^ fiearing lest the 
letter should by acddent faH into the 
hands of Monroe^ who she was con« 
sek)us had conceived serious displea- 
late at her repeated negKgenoe, tm«- 
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mediately committed it to the flames s 
the impression it had made soon died 
away» and the excellent advice and 
solemn warning it contained were. as 
easily forgotten. 

The concern and vexation Monroe 
felt at his uncle's quitting bis house 
were greats and the displeasure the 
culpable n^tigence of his wife excited 
vifw no less so. His keen reproaches 
were listened to^ by Agatha, with her 
accustomed mildness; but they pro- 
duced no lasting good efFecU 

The peace of Monroe^ who had 
married with sanguine and rational 
views of happiness^ by these repeated 
proofs of inveterate indolence received 
a deep wound ; and Agatha, who saw 
his smiles replaced by frowns, and his 
affectionate admonitions changed to 
angry expostulation and keen re- 
proach, was herself^ notwithstapdin^^ 
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the apathy of her character^ far from 
being happy. She had conceived^ not 
a rational affection for^ but a roman- 
tic idolatry of her husband^ which the 
alteration of his manner^ conscious as 
she was that he had just cause to com- 
plain, did not in the least dimmish: 
yet, such had been the enervating ten- 
dency of her education, and so rooted 
was indolence, that she could not rouse 
herself to effectual exertion. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Thus a twdvemonth passed, un- 
happily on both sides. Agatha, at 
lettgth, found herself near the period of 
becoming a mother. The dormant 
tenderness of Monroe was awakened, 
and he already felt a parentis anitiety 
for the innocent little being who was 
soon to see the light. His heart again 
revived to hope ; he flattered himself 
that maternal love would efFect a re- 
formation, which his remonstrances 
had failed to produce. He saw the 
woman whom he had adored, and 
whom, notwithstanding her defects, he 
still tenderly loved, in the most in- 
teresting, the most endearing of situa- 
tions; he again viewed her with fond 
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f$tM6tfi Kiagfat exciiM» f(br the fiiidto 
he justly blamed^ and donwstio har-^ 
mony was for a time restored^ 

.Agatha became the httpfPf mothef 
of a ftfkt boy, to the ii»expresiH»ie de^ 
}i^t of Monroe, who had passionately 
wished fdr a son^ knowing how unfit 
hie wife was to form the mind of a fe^ 
fnate child, and purposing to trust t^^ 
none bat himself for the ^ducatkKi of 
thetr litde ArchibaM. 

^ I thought a month since, my 
Agatha,'* said the tender husband^ 
three weeks trfter the birth of their 
child> as he sat by the side of his wife^ 
and ga^ed on her with anxious affec^ 
tion^ •* that it was impossible fer me to 
tove you better! How did I cteeeive 
myself i I ww not then a father ! The 
mother of my child is eren tenfeM 
dearer to me than she was before I 
Her daim ^ nx>re tender ! more sb«* 
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cred ! I fed . thftt my very existebce ii 
blended in hers! Oh, be careful, my 
Agatha^ of your health I. you mast feel 
that, it is no less precious to your idoh';^* 
ing husband, than it is ne^oessary to our 
child ! Sweet babe," continued Mon*^ 
roe, gently taking the infant from its 
mother's arms, and nestling it to his 
bosom with a father's tender pride^ 
*^ sweet babe !. how fondly shall I che* 
lish thee ! Thou vvilt be the bond of 
the future happiness of thy parents! 
Xhy dear mother, by her watchful ten- 
derness and cares, will acquire an eter- 
nal claim on my afFection and esteem. 
Blessed be the day that, gave thee to 
our mutual love ! I can scarcely be-*^ 
lieye the excess of my haj^inessl Here, 
my love, take the little .cherub: he is 
putting up his little mouth in a very 
significant manner ; he will cpy if I 
kttp bim longei?. I can only give 



kim kisses ; on you he is dependent for 
nourishment; when he is grown up^ 
how sensibly will he feel what he owes 
to his tender mother ! How assiduously 
will he endeavour to repay her ma- 
temal cares! Oh, Agatha, nothing 
can equal the exquisite feelings of 
this moment ! I see you safe, with 
your infant in your arms, exercising 
the tender, the endearing duties of a 
mother ! You are doubly lovely in my 
eyes 1 and the tender interest you ex- 
cite can only be imagined by the 
doting husband. Oh^ Agatha, would 
you exchange our present pure feli- 
city, the tender admiration of yojr 
husband, for the languid apathy which 
indolence creates ? for that pernicious 
self- indulgence which brings on dissa^ 
tisfaction. Contention, and finally do- 
mestic misery? Nol You are now 
made sensible of the dagger of su&h 
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indulgence^ and you will not in futar^ 
sacrifice our mutual peace to excess 
of indolence. I press you to my heart, 
with the delightful conviction that you 
will ccMXtinue to be a good mother^ 
and that I shall be a most fortunate 
husband 1" 

Noble-minded and affectionate, but 
too sanguine Monroe! What bitter 
disappointment^ what o'uel woes await 
thee! Alas^ must a heart like thine 
be prematurely withered by unmerited 
calamity? Must thy fond hopes be 
blasted^ thy pure (Ejection meet so ill 
a reward ? Can the wife whom thou so 
tenderly lovest be the murderess .of thy 
•peace? Oh^ how my heart bleeds for 
thee^ too confiding and generous Mon.^ 
roe! . 

During some months the parents 
enjoyed uninterrupted felicity: the 
child was refnarkably heahhy^ and 



had a gdod niirse. Agatha^ from thne 
to lime teoderly yet impressively 
cautioned against neglect^ though she 
iiiiradd the chSd but little beraelf» took 
oare that he was properly treated, and 
Monrde^ seein^g that she strove to be a 
good mother, began to view her indo-* 
lence in other respects with less dis- 
gust and alarm. 

> In the zenith of their renewed feli- 
dty however, war broke out, and 
Monroe, whose circumstances in time 
of peace would not sufier him to 
redign his commission, was ordered 
with his regiment to the West Indies. 
That was a cruel stroke ! He might 
for y^rs be separated from his wife 
and child; nay, perhaps, «uch is the 
uncertainty of a soldier's life, he 
might never see them again! He 
would gladly have taken them with 
him, but his tender anxiety for Aga-» 
i>2 
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tha's health, which was delicate, 
would not sufier him to make the pro^ 
posal. 

Agatha herself was almost broken- 
hearted at the separation ; but, with a 
child in arms, to encounter the fi^ 
tigues of a long voyage would have 
been an exertion beyond her powers. 
She wept, and indulged in useless re-« 
gret, but she had not the fortitude to 
propose* to follow the husband she 
so dearly loved, whose manly heart 
was wrung with anguish at parting 
with two objects the dearest to him 
on earth. Again his fears returned, 
lest Agatha, having no friend to warn 
her of its fatal consequences, should 
fall into excess of indolence, and that 
his child might be neglected. The 
thought was agony ! In the niost so- 
lemn and pathetic manner, he con- 
jured his wife conscientiously to foHit 
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the sacred duties of a mother^ and not 
sofier indolence to conquer the virtu- 
ous resolution she had hitherto ob* 
Krved. 

^^ Agatha," said the tender father^ 
while he clasped his smiling infant, 
who was only five months old, to his 
hearty and tears forced their way down 
his manly cheek, '* I leave our com* 
men treasure to your watchful affec- 
tion : ccmsider the charge as sacred. 
Our Archibald is now a fine healthy 
child ; do not, when I return, let me 
find him sickjy; for nothing but ill 
tnanagement, or neglect, .can produce 
Buch a change. Were I to see my 
boy an object only of misery to him- 
>ielf, and pity to others, I should look 
with horror on the unnatural mother 
irfio could so neglect her child: nay, 
my pe^ce would receive a mortal 
woundy and domestic h^pinefis would 
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be irrevocably lost. Forgive my anxU 
om fears, dearest Agatha; it is not 
the goodness of yoor heart I doubt^ k 
is the baneful indulgence of indotenoe 
that is to be dreaded. For my sakC) 
for the sake of your child, and as you 
value our common happiness, let tM 
conjure you to guard against this pernio 
eious indulgence. I may perhaps fall 
in a foreign land^ and never return 
to the dear objects of my warmest af» 
fection! Oh, Agatha! Should cniel 
war leave you a widow, and our child 
fatherless, remember that your hua* 
band confided him to your vigilant 
tenderness ; that with his dying brca^^ 
he will invoke blessings on the dear 
objects of his solicitude ; and that his 
heart was wrung to leave them 6e^ 
prived of a husband^s and afather^s ten^- 
fler protection." 

Such were the parting words of 
Monroe ! ! 
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Agatba hong weeping apoa his 
neck) and promkied sofemnly to observe 
bis injunctions. Apchihakl tore htmf* 
m\f with dffl&culty ff&m the arms of his 
beloved wife. In spite of the solemn 
promise she had made? his heart was 
wrung with fears of the future. Aks^ 
bis f^rs, us we shall presently find^ were 
too just ! Unfortunate Monroe \ The 
dangers and hardships you will have lo 
encounter are trifles, compared to the 
heart-breaking aMiction which here- 
after awaits you ! Better had you pe- 
siahed on the sanguinary field, than 
Imve returned to find your dearest 
hopes blasted, your peace for ever 
destroyed! Accursed effects of tndo* 
iBRcel Who would not die, rather 
than live to be the destruction of those 
to whom evwy endearing tie attaohei 
them! 
^ On the departure of h«r husband. 
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Agatha^ instead of rousing her mind 
worthily to fulfil those dutie^ which 
more than ever demanded her atton* 
tion, sunk into a stupor of grief; which» 
for the first two days, rendered her in* 
capable of acting. A letter hov^ever, 
which she received from her bdoved 
husband^ roused her to temporary ex- 
ertion. The following were its con- 
tents: 

" Port9m4mth, Nov. 6th, 17 
" Dearest Agatha, 

'^ The ship does not set sail quite 
so soon as it was expected ; we may 
be detained a couple of days at Ports- 
mouth: I therefore gladly avail my- 
self of the opportunity of writing to 
my beloved wife, though it was ooly 
yesterday that I tore myself from her 
dear arms I 

'* Ob^ Agatha, what a wretched 



Anight was the last ! What tender recoiU 
Sections, what racking fears, wrung 
Iny heart I My wife^ my child, Ic^ 
unprotected 1 The husband who would 
have guarded them from injury with 
his life, doomed perhaps never to see 
them more ! The thought was agony i 
To add to my tormenting anxiety,^ a 
young woman, with her ehild about 
two years old, was in the coach* She 
was the wife of the captain of a mer- 
chantman, and was going to meet her 
husband, after an absence of more 
than ia twelvemonth. Of this husband 
she spoke in high terms of praise, 
and her heart seemed to throb with 
afTection; but, if he have the heart 
of ft father, what will his feelings be 
at seeing, his child sickly, and lamed 
for life, ov^ing, as the mother with 
sorrow acknowledged, to the bad ma* 
j^iagement and carelessness of his nurs^! 
i> 5 



.Oh, Agatbn', «iy $oul recoiled with 
horror, from the dreadful yet moment 
tary aiipposition that I might return 
to find my child thus crawly iK^aat* 
edi I abruiik, with auperatitioi^ terror, 
aad something like averaioni from the 
poor little creature, whose infirmitiea 
had a daim on my tender commiM* 
ration.. I could not look at or f^eak 
to the' mother, who framed fxco^ea 
fm her culpable n^ct» without 
ahuddermg; she waa pleasing m her 
person, and seemed to be of an aSeo- 
tionate and grateful dsspotdtion^ yet 
she could select the most sacred of 
duties, abandon her child to the mercy 
of hirdings, and prepare the iiK)8t 

^bitter affliction for the bu$bwd whose 
kindness to her she ao affectionately 
extolled/ and whom she appeared tra** 
derly to love ! Oh God, shouki I be 
thus crueUy deceived in tny wife i 



*' Forgive m*, *»iwt 4gNtha ! my 
fears wake me. upj««jli jk9j wu«l| 
Yw loy^ yppr cfeiW I yo^r ^ol^Wft 
l»<>mis« ig pledged! Yqh c^imo^ l« 
g^lUy af neglect, %h9 qh>s( p^io^s iiiid> 
q^na/tural! Tom' h^sblll4 hw iR*^ 
trusted tha fot^rf pe^p? of hij» Hfe to 
your t«nf}eri)f$ji 1 Ypu wil) ^Qt b^stray 
a triisl: S9 sacred I Thpugh my (kur 
little bQy h^s fqr ^ tm^ lost bts^kn^W 

^ WiotbeiV ^hp will .npt ^ncfpfi ^|«i^« 
who will watpti pv^r his in%icy mit^ 
PQA^reacied tei^dernep», axid wl>0| s))pq]4 
I perish o]f> the sang^njn^ry fif^d, wi|l 
jr^poemb^r that a husl^and*^ dying her 
nediction will reward her materfia) .^nil 
conjugal piety 1 

'^ I have endeavoured to conquer 
t^e superstitious gloom which> smce 
I saw tli^t u^fortupate vjctim of its 
mother's neglect, has pervade iny 
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' ' 8ueh were the excusea which iimIo- 
leiice suggested to the self-devoted 
Ag&thai Thoughtless, insensible itib- 
ther \ Her heart was alive to fictitious 
sensibility^ but it was destitute of 
real feeling. The woman who^ after 
parting with a noble husband, whose 
agonizing fears and affection she had 
witnessed, nay, and after receiving 
Such a letter, could, to gratify her 
selfish indolence, almost immediately 
break a solemn promise, and neglect 
her child, to seek relief from novels 
and romances (to which Agatha re- 
sorted) ; such a woman, I say^ neither 
deserves to be a wife nor a mother I 
She has neither the heart nor the un- 
derstanding to fulfil the high duties of 
so honorable a station. 

It is necessary to inform the reader 
that, previous to the departure of 
Monroe^ after the fourth month, as 
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oessary to our dear child! Do not^ 
ipiy love, yield, to uaavailiog grief, 
which will only unfit you for those 
^tender and sacred duties which you 
are now called upon, more than ever, 
to perform. Hope the best { I need 
not entreat you to give our littte ' 
cherub a thousand kisses, and, wheR 
you press him in your maternal arms, 
to think of his father t Oi^ more, 
adieu ! My heart is with you t'* 
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(rtsliids md well Uknn care of. The 
«btI4» inkeiitiog his fether'a oonsti*. 
tatkm^ was naturally robust^ and kt 
9evera) moutha conliniifid strong and 
healthy in appearance: aU, to Aga^ 
Iha's indcrlent in«pecti0ii» seemed rights 
mA she wrote the most flattering ac<r 
eounts to the deceived fiither^ of his 
darling boy. 

While Agatha had herself supers 
intended the treatment of her child, it 
in true^ the nursery-maid did her duty; 
bul if mothers neglect their children^ 
can they expect hired nurses to havo 
more natural afiection than thcnn** 
ad ves ? Negligence on the part of the 
soothery may spoil even good and 
careful nurtea^ Beside^ how inhuman 
H is to ieava a helpless little creature 
totally in the psiiser of persons who 
ase ^ taught to believe that means 
wUeb'are ofttti panuciouSi are jrequi* 



fiita to malcie children gdodl Xsiti»t 
ttnpardoQabW of a mother, who ought 
to devote Jierself to the taxt di bar 
ch&lren, to conunil their firat edncsT 
tion to people in every respeet so 
unfit to be entirely trusted ? : 

Nanny> the nuraery-maid^ fortunate^ 
ly M^as a neat kind-hearted girl^ and 
bad been sufficiently aecustecped t^ 
young inf«fbts to know when they re^ 
quired food^ so that little Archibald, 
though ill-treated in other respects^ 
was regularly fed and kept oleanw 
But Nanny was very passionate, fond of 
taking her pleasure, and, like her mis^ 
trets, thought nursing too great a fa* 
tigue. She woukl shake and slap the 
diild, if it cried; fasten it in a chair by 
the hour together, instead of ]»roperly 
nursing it, and giving its limbs free mof 
tion: when she: went out with berltttld 
ehaige, whiebj it must be aHowed, was 
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teiy often^ instead of taking him into 
the park, or fields, she would goto her 
aoquakitance^ and keep the chrld for 
hours shut up in a close room. - Some^ 
times she would leave him in the 
care of an old woman who lived in 
a cdlar in the neighbourhood; but 
that she never did, unless she were very 
sure that she should not be met by 
her mistress, who indeed seldom went 
out. She fed the child, it is true, 
j>ut frequently with food very impro^ 
4>er for infants : she would give him 
meat, cheese, butter, toast, fermented 
liquors, fruit in large quantities, io 
short, she would fill his little stoniach 
.with all sorts of indigestible food» He 
was beside sufiered to play with knives, 
acissars^ or any other dangerous im^ 
plements, so that h was a miracle the 
child escaped some, fatal accident. 
..iSuch.tret^ent, thou^ the strong 
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€X>i3stitution of^ little Archibdd ft>r 
sometime resisted its baneful infloencei 
at length had the evil consequenoet 
which might hs^ve been expected : th^ 
boy grew ricketty^ and, from being 
robust in health, became a aicfcly 
child. 

Agatha did not at first perceive 
the change, but at lei^th Nanny, who 
had her motives for so doing, made 
her mistress remark it. Agatha was 
seized with just alarm; the solemn 
warning of her husband was remem^* 
'bered with terror; yet^ unable to act 
with decision, or to think for herself, 
she consulted with Nanny, who ex- 
pected to be so consulted, and in whom 
she placed a misjudged but imjdictt 
confidence, what was best to be done? 
Nanny advised her mistress to send 
her with the child a little way into the 
tountry; "for all that Master Archi- 



70' TAM o» WABKnva* * 

bdd WMtdd wag a Iiltle Aafa air, 
and H liiee ga^den to tun about in ; 
be wl^eld fbeti soon be ^ell^ and gaiiir 
Aren^h* She had an acquaintaiiee 
at Hfchmotld^ who let lodgings, where 
she end the child Would meet witb 
every convenience and attention. This 
acquaintance was the most friendly 
Wt»nian in the world! And so fond 
bfeWldfeur^ 

"^ You shall take him there, imme»' 
ditttely/* said Agatha; ^* but I must 
gtt too, for Monroe would never ft)r« 
give ine if I were to let his darling 
go among strangers. He has, to be 
suiie, vety particular notions. I own, 
it is veicatious; for I hate the country 
tin the autumn months ; bdside, these 
villages round London are my aversion* 
But I certainly will go, since my not 
gomg would seriously ofiend a husband 
ta whom I owe all a wifeVafFectioii.'* 



'' Lord, Ma*^/' replied 19aftn^^ 
ivfao did not wimt the totll|lai^ ^ 
hsr mistr^sft^ and ^ho had Ihe art of 
making that lady think and aet iM 
fibe pleased^ ^' how should my master^ 
'Who is the Lord knows bow fftr off, 
know any thing of the matter ? Beaide, 
Ma^am^y 4f tny master Weife here» sedo^^ 
yoar health is so delicate^ he tould 
not be 6o unreasonable as to require 
aoch a thing. What ahould gentlemen 
know about children ? SbtiH not I, who 
have nursed Master Archibald* as one 
may say^ from his birlh^ be with him ? 
Is he not as fond of me as if I were his 
own natural mother ? Do not I keep 
him dean and wholesome^ and give 
him every thing bis little heart oan 
desire } Why should you^ Ma'am^ de- 
licate as you are, make yourself a slave ? 
Surely, Ma'am, you, who, are Master 
Archibald's mother^ are the best judge 
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of what 18 right and proper for him. 
Trust the sweet little fellow to me^ 
Ma'am, and you will see him come 
home as slrong as a lion.'* 

After a little persuasion^ these ar- 
guments, bad as they were, were too 
favorable to her incorrigible indolence 
not to be adopted by Agatha. She 
flattered herself that Archibald would 
return from Richmond in strong 
health ; she had not a doubt of his 
being properly treated, and well nursed, 
though, had she exerted . a grain of 
un4erst3nding, she must have known 
that it was improper treatment which 
had brought him into an ill state of 
health. Such are the baneful conse^ 
quences of indolence, and the no leas 
baneful tendency of reading that claas 
of novels which enervates the mind, 
and teaches any thing but comcnon 
sense and virtuous activity. 
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CHAP. VI. 

. Let us leave the self-devoted Aga- 
tha and her neglected infant a while» 
to return to the high-souled, amiable 
Monroe. Unfortunate young man ! 
Had he not yielded to the fascination 
of external beauty, had he suffered his 
understanding to direct his hearty he 
would hav? escaped the misery to 
which he was destined to fall a victim. 
Take warning, enthusiastic youth ! Be 
not the slaves of your imagination ! 
Reflect well, before you form an en- 
gagement, on which the happiness or 
misery of yourself and innocent off- 
spring depends I 

Monroe, during the nine months 
he remained in the West Indies, suf- 
fered hardships innumerable^ and mor- 
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ttfications the most painful to a ge-* 
nerous spirit ! As from principle how- 
ever Archibald held duels in detesta- 
tion, and, as a husband and father, he 
particularly deemed it incumbent on 
htm to guard his life,, whenever his 
duty did not demand it should be ex- 
posed, he carefully avoided alterca- 
tion, and his military a& well as his 
private conduet was irreproachable. 
But his colonel, who wais jealous of 
the high esteem in which Monroe 
was held, both by the commander and 
the whole garrison, took every op- 
portunity to send him on the hardest 
service. Such was the base revenge 
of a little mind 1 Mom'oe, though he 
was aware of the malignity which his 
superior ofiicerbore him, was too dig- 
nified of mind either to retaliate or 
complain. 

Monroe however^ • by his humanity 
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and tfidrgnant sense of oppression, was 
inYolTed in a quarrel with bis colonet, 
who^ beside baling a mean and en*^ 
vious disposition, was cruel to tbe soU 
diers^ and profligate in his conduct, 
and Archibald was obliged^ against 
his conscience, to fight a duel. 

Bingley, so the colonel was called, 
had attempted to sedace the wife of 
a Serjeant of the regiment to which 
be belonged: the woman was pretty 
but virtuous, and rejected his vicious 
addresses with scorn. That was suffi- 
cient to inflame a man who was ranco- 
rous and revengeful of temper, against 
the husband, and he only waited for a 
favorable opportunity to gratify his 
malignity. Roberts, the serjeant, was 
a man respected by his officers, and 
beloved by his comrades ; his general 
conduct was excellent, and he strictly 
observed Uf military duty ; but the 
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most regular and well-behaved soldier 
may at some time or other forget 
himself. Roberts, at the 'christening 
of his first child, had the misfortune to 
get intoxicated (a thing which had ne^ 
ver before happened to him), and being 
aggravated by the coloners insolent 
valet, had struck the man^ and spoken 
of Bingley himself with contempt. 
The colonel eagerJy seized this favo- 
rable opportunity to be revenged* He 
took advantage of the commander's 
being indisposed, to jcall a court-mar- 
tial, which being influenced by him, 
notwithstanding the generous opposi- 
tion of Monroe, sentenced the poor 
man to receive a severe flog^ing^ 
which Bingley insisted diould be in- 
jflicted almost immediately, fearing, if 
the sentence reached the ears of the 
commander, who was confined to his 
house by indisposition^ that it would 
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be revoked^ as that gentleman was no 
friend to barbarous severity. 

Monroe^ when the sentence was 
passed, thought k his duty to seek 
Cblonel Binglej and expostulate with 
htm. 

" Colonel,'^ said the generous Mon- 
roe, who found that gentleman on the 
parade, " I come to intercede in behalf 
of poor Roberts, who I understand is 
sentenced to a severe punishment for a 
trivial offence.'* 

** Sir,'* interrupted Colonel Bingley, 
'* it is in vain to intercede ; the man 
shall be punished/* 

" Nay, I cannot believe • that you 
will persist^ Sir, in your determination, 
when I remind you that the whole re* 
giment can bear witness to his general 
good conduct and sobriety." 

*• I must beg, Sir," answered Bing- 
ley^ who presuming on his being Mon- 
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roe's superior ia fortune and military 
rank, affected to act tbe man of im* 
portance, and assumed a haughtj de- 
meanor : ** I must beg, Sir, I say, that 
you will not interfere with your supe* 
, rior officer ; that is a liberty. Captain 
Monroe, that I am not disposed to 
suffer." 

•* Colonel Bingley," replied Monroe^ 
in a dignified manner, but with tern* 
per, ^' when hiunanity demands that I 
should speak, I neither can nor will 
be silent* The man hi» always been 
punctual to his duty ; he is generally 
respected for his good conduct, and 
this 13 bil first offence : it is but trivial. 
Pray be persuaded^ and pardojn> Ror 
berts/' 

'^ Sir, I say, your interference is a 
liberty that I shall not admit of. The 
man ^haU be punished i An insolent^ 
kUeftUow! I know him well r 
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" And 80 do I, Sir/' replied Monroe ; 
and I, as well as many others, know 
too the cause of the enmity you bear 
htm : therefore, if you would npt re* 
fleet indelible disgrace on your charac- 
ter, revoke your sentence, and pardon 
Roberts/' 

<' Sir, I am not to be threatened out 
of my determination ; the mm shall be 
punished.** 

" Then I, Sir," continued Monroe, 
'' think it my duty instantly to go and 
acquaint the commander with this fla* 
grant abuse of power." 

" Sir, your conduct is not that of a 
gentleman,'* angrily retorted Colonel 
Bingley, ^^ and I shall expect you this 
evening at seven o'clock, with pistols^ 
in th^ ftilm -tree Walk, to give me sa- 
tisfaction for this treatment. Provide 
yourself with a second, I shall bring a 
friend; and so, Sir^ f wi»h you a good 
monxing/* 
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. Thus speaking, the savage Colonel 
Bingley walked away, to brag to a fel- 
low officer, ^* that he had challenged 
Captain Monroe^ whom he hoped to 
shoot through the head^ for his inso- 
lent interferenoe/* 

At hearing this challenge, the soul 
of Monroe recoiled : he pictured to 
himself his wife and child left friend- 
less, to struggle in a hard world, de- 
prived of a husband and father's ten- 
der protection : in imagination, he be- 
held the distress of his beloved Aga- 
tha, saw her helpless state, and heard 
her heart-rending lamentations^ Agony 
shook his frame ; for a moment he 
stood 6xed to the spbt, unable to 
move. But the sight of the distracted 
wife of Roberts, who with streaming 
eyes and wringing hands vainly im* 
plored her husband's pardon, roused 
him at length from the stupor of an* 
guish. He made a convulsive efibrt^ 
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and haiBtened to the house of die com^* 
mander, with whom he was on terms of 
friendship, in a state p£ mind) which 
can better be imagined: than described^ 

He was silent on the subjecfc of the 
duel, but he spoke warmly in behalf of 
the poor serjeant. The commander^ 
who was a humane and worthy man> 
was justly indignant at the bar-barity of 
the colonel, and immediately dispatch'* 
ed an order to release Roberts, with a 
fall pardon. 

liie rage of the malignant Blngley 
may easily be conceived, as well aa 
Uie gratitude and joy of the poor ser^ 
jeant and> his wife, who loaded Mon- 
roe with benedictions. Archibald how- 
even,, who saw himself obliged, against 
his principles, to fight a duel, and 
that with his superior officer, and to- 
risk the loss of his life, which, for the 
sake of his beloved wife and chiid^ 

£ 5. 
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be wft8 anxtoat to presenrci remained 
bd a state of mind worthy of pity. If 
he did not meet the ferocious coldnelj 
his honor would be irrevocably lost; 
and though honor^ such as military 
men have adopted, be a &lse and vici* 
ous principle, he must submit to the 
tyranny of custom. 

Monroe however did not suffer his 
mental anguiBh to incapacitate him 
from taking the necessary precautiona 
for the welfare of his little family, in 
case he should be killed in the duel. 
He wrote short but predse directions^ 
with respect to the transmitting of the 
property he had with him to his tnfe* 
With a soul harrowed by connubial 
and paternal afection, he wrote a letter^ 
to be sent in case of his death to his 
excellent uncle, whom he revered as a 
father, and whose zealous affection he 
bad through life experienced. In this 
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letter Monroe conjured Mr. Strath- 
more to be the guardian of his thM, 
and to protect his widowed Agatha^ if 
Ae followed her Bon to India. 

He likewise wrote to his beloved 
Agatha, for whose future fate he trem* 
Med, knowing tlie indolence of her 
fliind and habits, her total ignorance 
of the world> and the pernicious influ- 
ence which the continual reading of 
novels and romances, that had neither \ 
common sense nor dignity of feeling to 
recommend them, must have on her 
actions, wten under no salutary re- 
strakit: for though Motiroe tenderly ' 
loved his wife, and was by no means 
severe^ he felt that his superior mind 
gave him the right to direct ; indeed 
Agatha was like a child, who could 
not act or think for herself. She 
would consequently be at the mercy 
of every artful person^ who^ as she had 
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.uncommon beantj, when they saw she 
Jbdd no husband or relatbn to detect 
or resent their unprincipled conduct 
and that her miiul was weak^ would 
think her a fit object for their Iken^ 
tious pursuits* 

^ As the letter which, he wrote to 
Agatha may interest those who sym* 
pathrze iu the feelings of the tender 
apd dignified Monroe, I shall insert it. 
The following were its contents l 

"The bland 0f*\ 17** 
'' Or^ Agatha^, my heart is torn by 
contending • passions I Perhaps it is for 
the last time that I write to my beloved 
wife! The last time?— Oh, A^thal 
Shall I never again press you to my 
throbbing heart! Never again fold in 
my arms the dear * pledge o£ our 
love! — ^My mind is so distracted that 
I do not make myself intelligible. I 
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have jast received a challenge ; this 
evening I must either meet a man I 
despise, or be stigmatized a obwardt 
In three short hours perhaps I may 
be numbered among the dead ! Our 
child will be left fatherless, and you| 
my Agfttha, will be thrown on & dan^ 
gerous world, without protection ! Oh 
God! The thought is agony! Why 
cannot I bntve the tyramiy of custom! 
the unjust contempt of the world 1 
Must I sacrifice my helpless child, and 
my beloved wife, to that false honor^ 
which is equally condenmed by mora^ 
lity and the law? Were I alone to 
sufier^ by refusing wantonly to expose 
a life which I owe my country, I 
would meet the consequences, and my 
internal feeltngs would atone for the 
injustice of the world : but the disho- 
nor I should mcur would reflect oii 
those dearest to me^ nay, do them 
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perhi^s irrepirable tnjory I My dear 
boy would grow up to be reproadied 
with hk father's infamy, my .belovud 
Agatha woulcl be pointed at aa the 
wife of a oowardl Death itself is 
preferable to disgrace like tbbi-^Yet 
when I think that, should I fitll^ yoo 
wiU be leftj beautiful and inexpe* 
rtenced as you are, with your imagt*^ 
nation filled with false and romantie 
pictures of life, without a friend to 
protect yoo, and withqut having that 
mental activity and fortitude which 
in themselves would be the best of 
protections, when I recollect my dear 
boy, who will need a father's expe* 
rience and vigilance to direct his 
youth, I am distracted 1 If my dear 
and respected uncle were in England I 
should die consoled, for he would pro* 
tect my Agatha,,.and be a fifUher to oui: 
child. 
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'' Obt Agatha, by the dear affeotioii 
I have ever borne you, by every tender 
luid sacred tie, I conjure you toobservf 
my last and solemn request ! (for wheo 
you receive this letter I shatl no longer 
be among the living). 
' ^^ I shall write to my uncle, and be- 
queath our Archibald to his generoui^ 
carej as soon as bis tender infancy will 
aUow of his taking so long a voyage; 
till then my heart assures me that yo« 
will persevere in fulfilfing those mater- 
nal duties, of which I am persuaded 
you now fieel the importimce.. Ob^ 
Agatha!— when we parted, I left you 
with a heart wrung with angiush 1 To 
tear myself from your arms and the 
dear pledge of our love, inflicted a 
pang as great as that I at this moment 
feel— yet, I sacrificed the feelings of 
the &thef and the husband to my t^^* 
der anxiety for your health in this 
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feverish country: bat the same danger 
dbes not attach itself to the climate of 
India; the voyage, by rousing you to 
some degree of exertion, would in all 
probability strengthen your frame. 
Need I conjure you not to abandon 
your child, or remain in England unpro- 
tected, and exposed to dangers which 
it makes me shudder but to surmise ^ 
Will not you shake off that destructive 
indbfence, in which you have too long 
indulged, at the dying request of a 
husband, whose heart is wrung with 
excruciating fears and agonizing ten* 
derness? — ^Oh yes!* I should wrong 
both your maternal affection and the 
love you bear me, were I to doubt 
of your complianee! I shall die in 
peace ! You^ my Agatha, will find a 
kind protector in my uncle^ and a 
friend who will aid to console you for 
my loss I My child \^ill gain a second 
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father!' With my parting breath I 
shall invoke blessings on your heads ! 
Could I but once more press you to 
this anxious heart, and breathe my last 
in your dear armsl-^The wish is bar- 
barous ! Oh, may my Agatha be 
spared every bitter pang ! May she 
never feel the agony which now con- 
vulses this frame ! Agatha ! I feel my 
blood run cold —my shaking hand re* 
fuse to \9t\it farewell for ever 1 1 
** Your ever devoted^ 
'^ but half distracted^ 

" Monrob/* 

As the letter to Mr. Strathmore 
only contained a repetition of the ex- 
cruciating fears and manly tenderness 
which harrowed the soul of the ago«* 
nized Monroe, I shall not lay it befone 
the reader. Both these letters Arcfai« 
bald directed and sealed with blacky 
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leaving tbem in the care of the friend 
who was to be his second, and whom he 
b^ged to send them, if he should be 
ktUed, endosed in a lettier from himself, 
acquainting Agatha and Mr.Strathmore 
with the particulars of his death. 

He then repaired to the place of 
rendezvous, a little before the appoint- 
ed hour, with a heart wrung by conju- 
gal and paternal tenderness, taking his 
friend with him. 

Colpnd Bihgley, inflamed with ran- 
cour, and eager to satiate his ven- 
geance in blood, was already there 
with a fellow officer. He fired first, 
and slightly wounded Monroe in the 
ahouldo'. Monroe, who shrunk with 
horror from having deliberate murder 
on his conscience, fired his pistol in 
the ain This generous and unex-^ 
pected forbearance even moved th^ 
crael revengeful Biogley ; the seconds 
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propotiied an accommodatiooj which 
both parties accepted* 

At the moment of reconciliatioD^ 
Monroe and his adversary were put 
under arreat, but they wereiilmost irn* 
mediately released. It was known 
that Monroe had not given the chal- 
lenge^ and his humanity^ generous 
forbearance^ and contempt of personal 
danger, were loudly applauded by 
the whole garrison: The commander 
loudly joined in the public voice^ 
and reprimanded Bingley. This envi- 
ous and savage officer, as long as 
Monroe remained in the island, awed 
by his superior virtues, treated Archi* 
bald with respect, and took care to con- 
ceal the envy which still rankled in his 
breast. He was indeed soon after 
this, affair again indebted to Monroe 
for his life, in a battle which took 
place. 
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Monroe soon recovered from the 
slight wound he had received, the let- 
ters he had written to his wife and un- 
cle were not sent, and he returned fer- 
vent thanks to Heaven that his life 
had been thus providentially preserved, 
for his dear Agatha and their helpless 
infant. 
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CHAP. VII. 

MoNAOB lived with strict economy^ 
as much from principle as for the sake 
of his wife and <:hild; but his heart 
was no less generous than hitmane^ 
and though he husbanded his income^ 
he never denied that relief which he 
could afford to real distress without do- 
ing material injury to his family. He 
would rather suffer personal inconve- 
nieiloe'than forbear to aid the worthy. 

The following <in6tance of his gene-> 
fous self-denialj and disinterested bene* 
volence^ will not^ I hope^ be unpleasing 
to the reader. 

The owner of a small plantation 
x>ear the place where Monroe hap- 
pened to be encamped with a detach- 
ment of troops, by heavy and unexpect- 



ed losses^ was driven to thebrink of ruiti. 
He was an honest worthy man, hu- 
mane to his staves, kind to his neigh- 
bours, and an excellent husband and 
£rther. He had a wife and five young 
children ; and, through the hard-heart- 
ed avarice of a creditor, a wealthy 
planter to Iwhom he owed two thocH 
sand pounds, he saw himself on the 
point of bemg dragged to prison, and 
hijs wife and helpless children driveit 
from their home, without the means of 
subsistence. 

' This mail, whose name was Dalby, 
was a new settler ; he was an Eng- 
lishman, and had once been a rich 
London tradesman ; but havisg met 
with great vexations and losses, he 
had embarked with the wreck of his ^ 
fortune, to purchase a small plantation 
in the island where Monroe was sta- 
tioned. For the first three or four 



years, by vnrenaitting indostry and 
active intelligence, his afiairs had jmis- 
pared beyond his hopes; but Yiokat 
hurricanes for two succeeding years, 
which destroyed his . crops and ^ 
considerable damage, to the plantation^ 
tfanew him into difficulties^ that wem 
Increased by the dishooesty of a man 
vtlh whom be transacted busiaess, ti& 
he was driven al length to the distress 
I have described. 

This man was only known by re* 
putation to Monroe; but the intelli* 
gence of his misfortunes and impend^^ 
ing nun soon reached that ge»tle« 
man*s ear. Monroe had heard Mr. 
Dslby mentioned in terms of high 
esteem and respect, by persons in 
wfaoee j.«dgmcnt he could place coo* 
'AAence. JBvery one pitied Dalby, and 
Uasned his hard-hearted creditor, yet 
those who had it in their power, having 
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too many false wants of their own to 
supply » did not generously come £br«* 
ward to his relief. . 

Monroe had money and credit at 
his command, but to risk them at this 
time might put him to great personal 
inconvenience ; and it was beside un- 
certain if it would be in the power of 
Dalby to repay faim^ his affairs were 
supposed to be. in so. desperate a con- 
dition; but the planter was allowed 
by all to be a worthy man; a prison 
was a hateful thing ; and Dalby had a 
wife and young family, who would 
be in danger of starving, if they; were 
robbed of the husband and father. from 
whose industry and active intelligence 
they had hitherto derived their sup* 
portfe Monroe, with a delicacy which 
did honour, to his heart, wrote a letter 
to honest Dalby, in whicK he pro- 
fessed a high esteem for the planter's 



character, expressed a desire to culti- 
vate his friendship, apologized for the 
liberty he took, and, saying that he 
only did what he held to be an act 
of duty, begged that he would suifisr 
faim, as a friend, to advance money, 
which Dalby might return when hia 
afiairs should again wear a prosperoos 
focei and become his bail for the re-^ 
mainder. He concluded the letter 
with conjuring the planter to wave 
sil scruples, whichi between nlen of 
honor, w^e unnecessary, and permit 
htm immediately to wait on him as a 
friend. 

The messenger Monroe sent was 
desired to wait for an answer. - 

When Dalby, who expecting every 
hour to be dragged to prison, was. en- 
circled by his weeping family, read 
th^ letter of the generous Monroe, 
tears of admiration and gratitude forced 
their way down his cheek. 
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^ Ob, SaraV* «aid the worth; 
planter, wikUy embracing bia wife, 
^^ we am saved from destruction ! Read 
AM letter ! and bless our noble bene* 
fadLot^ Ob^ my dear children, an 
angd has snatched you from beggary 
and difigracel Alaughty Providenoe, 
thy goodness never s1uinba*s ! The vi^ 
cious only need despair ia the hour of 
adversity l** 

The wi3^ read the letter which 
Vought tinefli aid so unexpected, witb 
emotions no less rapturous and grated 
ful than those oi her husbaad> and in* 
yoked benedictions on the benevohmC 
stranger. Dalby, with a heart over* 
flowing with gmtitude, yet too agt^ 
tated to express his fedings, CMept 
1^ iacoheient sentences, wrote a du»f 
note in answer, which he sent by Moii<* 
roe's servant, 

' Monroe immediflttdy hastened to thf 
worthy family, and in their ferveiHt 



gj^Ukde, add dlmost frantic joy^ his 
kinA add generous heart found a 
irtcih reward. The personat kic6nire» 
nience and risk he sofiered became 
a 90ur<^ of gratification: he saved 
the hodefiit planter frdm destructioi^ 
and before he quitted the island^ 
Monroe had. the satisfaction of see^ 
ing Dalby'a affairs in a prosperous 
way : Archibald would not sufier him 
to return the sum he had advanced, 
which would have piiit the plaiiter 
to grea< inconvenience ; but that wor« 
Ihy roan forced him to rooeive bills 
tai Eidgi^h houses^ which were doty 
hcHiored^ wad in a few years Ddby 
acquired a fortune sufficient to content 
his moderate desires^ and honorably 
maintain' his family. The memory of 
^heiir noble friend never died, and 
Monroe was remembered witii esteem 
•ud respect by the wiiole island. 
F 2 

837135 
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We must now inquire into the mill- 
tary career of the amiable Monroe, 
which gained him no less reputation 
than his private virtues. 

About seven months after hts arrival 
in the island, it was invaded by the 
enemy ; but in a decisive engage* 
ment the invaders were totally routed. 
Monroe behaved with uncommon gal^ 
lantry ; he saved the life of his colo* 
nel, displayed no less presence of 
mind than courage, set an example. of 
humanity to his 6oldiers, and fortu- 
nately escaped with a slight wound. 
The whole army bore testimony to 
his gallant conduct, and the comman- 
er made honorable mention of Mon* 
roe in his dispatches, and promoted 
him to the rank of major. 

The health of Monroe, however, 
was injured by the climate, and the 
hardships he underwent. A few 
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months after the enemy had been 
driven from the island, he was at* 
ttoked by the yellow fever, and had 
nearly sunk under its violence; but* 
alas^ he was reserved for sufferings 
more fatal. He slowly recovered, and 
as the island was now in perfect secu* 
rity,^ he obtained a furlough, to return 
for a certain time td England for the 
re-establishment of his health. 
• Monroe hoped, when in England^ to 
obtain an exchange into a regiment 
which might be stationed in some 
part of Great Britain, where he could 
take his wife and child. That be 
might agreeably surprise his beloved 
Agatha, whose letters had led him 
to expect that all was right at home, he 
would not prepare her for his sudden re« 
turn. He pictured to himself her sur* 
prise, her delight, and the maternal 
pride with which she would preset (heir 



little Archibald^ who no doobt most 
be a fine robust little fellow, and whose 
cherub smiles would make him forget 
all the hardships and sorrows he h^ 
undergone, while separated from his 
beloved little family, and that happy 
home in which his whole heart was 
centered. When he had written td 
England, he had forborne to speak 
of his dignities, hard service, and 
'M health ; he feared to make his Aga-* 
tha unhappy. He hoped^ at the 
eheerfukbreakfast table, with his dear 
little boy on his knee and his wife by 
his side, to recount his former suffer- 
ings, rejoice in his present felicity, and 
ibrm pleasing prospects for the future. 
Deceitful hope ! How often dotbyflat* 
tering illusions picture a deli^tful path, 
and conceal the dreadful precipice to 
which it leads I 
With these golden^ audi alas^ 
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false dreams^ the tender and enthusias- 
tic Monroe sailed for England : while 
he is on his voyage, let tis inquire af- 
ter the wife and child he is so anxious 
agsin ta fold in hia arms> and clasp ta 
kio manly heart. Let us ask, what 
will be the feelings of the wife, on 
whose maternal tenderness he imflv* 
eitly relies, and whether she can pre-^ 
^nt her child with a mother*s fond 
pride, to the husband to. whom she 
pledged her solemn promise that sho 
woald watch over her charge with vi^ 
gilantafTectioa? 



104 TALE OP WASMIVCr. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Thb little Archibald^ under the Care 
6( Nanny, was sent by the indolent 
mother to Richmond, for three or four 
months, to regain his strength and 
health. Instead of Agatha's going ill 
person to visit the boy, that she might 
be certain he was pi'operly treated, 
Nanny was to bring him twice a week 
to town. Agdtha, too indolent herself 
to watch over the health and safety of 
her child, expected that a hired nurse 
would have the watchful anxiety of a 
good mother. 

For the first eight weeks Archibald 
was regularly brought to his mother, 
who, though the child continued rick- 
etty and ill, was persuaded by the 
artful nursery-maid that he was taken 
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excellent care of, and that time wai 
only wanting to make him quite welL 
But Nanny formed acquaintance among 
the idle servants of the gentlemen's 
families who had their summer resi-> 
denoe at Richmond, and soon grew 
tired of going backward and forward 
to London. She complained to hef 
mistress, that ** Master Archibald . al- 
ways fretted after having beeafaome^ 
which made him ill ; and tliat, if hLf 
mother wished him to grow strong and 
healthy, she must forbear entirely from 
seeing the child till he returned bom^ 
for good and all/' , 

Agatha, who from a child had never 
taken the trouble to think or decide 
for hierself , suffered Nanny, as usual^ 
to direet her, and mpre4han six weekii 
elapsed without her seeing little ArT 
ebibald. Nanny wrote from time tq^ 
time, to say that her charge was gra^ 
V5 
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iw\\y gdkmg htrengih, and tbat'an^ 
other month or two would no dotibt 
bring him round. Nanny, who amused 
kertdf to her hearths content, had no 
wtd> to quit Bichmond before her new 
acquaintance should return to town. 

Such acquaintance, as it tnay be 
ioppoaed, did the giri no good, and 
poor little Archibald was more tha» 
ever neglected: instead of gaining 
health and strength, he cbity grew 
more weak of constitution and body* 
The woman of the houae, who was de^ 
seribed by Nanny to be safand qf€hii» 
dreuy like many foolish people, woul4 
let them eat to mcesa, and of whatever 
they Kked, and would give them any 
thing which they cried for; but she 
would not in the least put herself out 
of her way to keep them fcom mi^ 
chief, er pay them the necesaary al«» 
tei^ion. 



For thnse months Archtbiilcly thdugli 
frequently hurt through th« tndsM* 
iiess of his niirse^ who nifiered bim tA 
play with any thing, howevei^ iti^eo^ 
per, that lay in his way, by mirade 
escaped any serious injury ; and Nan^ 
ny, like those silly people who think 
because an accident hW nevm yefc 
happened, that it nevei^ wiU happen^ 
trusting to chanee instead of her owii 
earefioi attention^ todk it for giwited 
that n6 harm would^ beM the child^ 
As to his heakthi '^ he was natiiraHy 
sickly, she was sure t and all the cara 
and pahis in the world could not make 
bim otfaervi^ise^ If her itiiMress^ when 
she saw the* child, shonld bedissatis^ 
fidd^ she ciovld not help it 9 she had 
done her best: if hss own mother 
could not nudce him well, how coufd 
she? Beside, her acquaintance had. 
pfomSsed to get her a place of }ady*A. 
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ibaid in tome great family when she 
retonied to London; so it mattered 
Kttle whether her mistress were pleased 
or not" 

Oh, ye thoughtless mothers; shudder 
thus to abandon your ofispring to 
mercenary hirelings \ Reflect on con- 
aequasces before you for^o one of 
the sweetest and most sacred of duties. 
Picture to yourselves the injury, men* 
tal and bodily, to which you expose 
helpless innocents, whose health and 
mbml habits it is your duty to watch 
over with vigSant tenderness, whose 
future misery or happiness depends 
on youl Let them not have cauad 
hereafter to accuse you as the authors 
bf their feeble health or moval vices 1 

Agatha, in the meim while, sunk 
into the apatliy of indolence, and daily 
more and more enervated by the per- 
nicious reading of noveb and ro? 



mmoGS, whi(:h. frequently bad not the 
merit of imagination to recommend 
them ; for those excellent navda wbicb 
inculcate pure morality, or give an ani- 
mated picture of Ufe, and censure its 
follies, are few, and she bad not the 
habit of selecting; Agatha, I say; 
tittle foresaw the dreadful calamity 
which awaited to rouse her from her 
^ lethargic apathy to frantic anguish and 
excruciating remorse I 

The gallant conduct and promotion 
of Monroe had reacbed her ears, as 
wdl through the public papers as from 
the letters, of that tender and deserving 
husband. She felt on the ocGasion^ 
as the heroines of romance are. de« 
scribed to feel; her joy was irrational, 
and the letters of her beloved husband 
were read witibt romantic tran^)ort, but 
the excellent advice they contained waa 
Jn a week forgotten. 
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f Tte CfMs nf Agitha*ft fete now 
d^ipMiiched* One tflernoon, as that 
My w«$ MtCtug in tbe draiving>-r(x>m# 
en the 6opbe, reading, a$ usoal^ same 
toohtAk romanoe, a post^c^Mte ttopt at 
the door^ and a loud rap waa heard* 

. '' Good Heavens ! Who tan it be V* 
exclaimed Agatha, abrmed by the 
loudness of the rap^ and going slowly 
ia the window to look. . 

The chaise d6or flew open, and 
Monroe, the husband she supposed 
so far off, and whom at this mom^iA 
she justly dmded to see, alighted t she 
caught his'eye^ his arms instinctively 
^iread open as if to receive his beloved 
wife. Almost faintfag, and shriiikiiqi 
with con^vulsive terrot, Agatha leaned 
against the wainscoet : her liafitel were 
fivetted to the spot! Instead of flying 
t^ welcome the dear hteband vfha- 
had so long been ab«ettt> who desecved 
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her tendere$t iiifectioa, wd whcmi; 
bot for the dcmsaioasness of hwiog^ 
disobeyed his solemn injunctions^ asiA 
broken a promise which • ought to^ 
hUve been held sacred, she would havtf 
met with transport, Ag»tha stsoai,^ 
conscience-struck, distracted what to 
say or do, and tr^jibled violentfy atf 
Ae beard his footsteps. The door 
was thrown open I Monroe eagerly 
m^ed in! &:ill Agatha, sel£-con«« 
demned, and fearing to meet the hns-' 
band she adored, bad not the poweif 
to move. A flood of tears gave some 
#el9ef to iier oppressed heart. 1%0 
tender Menroe, who attributed her 
agitation and tears to a very Afferent 
teuse, flew to his wife, jcsaugfat hcfr 
in bis arms, -and pi^ssed her again and 
again to his^ heart > 

- ^^ Agatha, de«rest Agatha,** said h0i 
<^ pardon your Aicbibatd lor coming 
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thus unexpectedly upon you] I see- 
I was WTOi^, but I could not resist 
the pleasure of giving you an agreeable 
aurprise. I fear, my love, it has been 
too sudden, and that you are over- 
come. I shall never forgive myself, if 
I have. exposed your delicate frame 
to too great a shock. Compose your* 
adf, dearest Agatha," continued the 
fond husband, leading her to the so- 
pha, and tdl me where is. our sweet 
boy? From the flattering accoioata 
you have given me of him in your leti 
ters, he is no dgt^bt by this time a 
little Hercules. You see I am not 
quite so healthy as when I left you« 
I have suffered much^ but my suffer* 
ings will he more than repaid wbea 
I am seated by my Agatha*s sides 
and have our smiling little fellow oa 
n}y knee! How unjust was I a mo- 
ment to ^p^bt the hevt of a mother I 
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Oby take compassion dn my impatU 
ence, and let Archibald be brought to 
me, if he be at home. This I feel is 
the happiest moment of my life.** 

Wofully deceived, and too confiding 
husband, what bitter pangs await 
thee! 

Every word Monroe uttered was 
a dagger to the self-condemned mo-^ 
ther: the praise he so warmly be* 
stowed, seemed to aggravate her guilt: 
how coul4 she inform her husband 
that she had sent her child away from 
her, that he was in a sickly state oC 
health, and that she had not seen him 
for six weeks or more ? She at length 
collected a Bort of desperate courage, 
and said, in as firm a tone of voice as 
she could command : 

" Archibald is in the country/* 

" Is in the country r* exclMmed 
Mooroe^ in a tone of astbnishihent. 
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^^ Ohy gone to some friend for a day's 
pieasore ; but I sappoae be will soon 
be at home^ for evening draws <m 
apace, and you would hardly let bini 
stay out all night, without you were 
with him. I must have a little pa«> 
tience. But, why, my love, do you look 
disturbed?" [Monroe's ^former fears 
were suddenly awakened' by the visible 
Imitation of his wife, who scarcely 
dared to raise her eyes, which the first 
transports of their meeting had Qot 
permitted him to remark, but which 
]Riw began to create serious alarms.} 
^ Surely, nothing is amiss ? The child 
ia perfectly safe ?** 

*^ Ob, yes,** replied Agatha in m 
tremulous vodce, *' but he has not for 
some time past been well, and he la 
at Richmond, with Nanny, who says 
t^at in another month or two he 
wiHL be quite strong. He fretted so 
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much for me^ after being bro«glii:bf 
bis nursery-maid to toira^ that we 
judged it prudent to let him «tay eiw 
tirely at Richmond till he should be 
quite well.*' 

. The countenance of MonroOi pale 
with recent sickness, was instantly 
flushed with indignation : he let go the 
hand of Agatha^ whieh he held^ and 
rose angry and agitated ; 

^^ My child iil^ and deserted by^ 
its mother! Is this^ madam/' conti*' 
noed Monroe, turning to the trembliag- 
Agatha, while his expressive eyes, 
sparkled indignantly, *^ is this the so-' 
lemn promise you made me i Gould 
you deceive me into dangerous aecu* 
rity, and catpress the feelings of a mo-» 
tfaer, while you were acting with less 
love toward your ofKpring than the 
brate creation, which do not leave 
their young till they am take care 
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of theouelves ? Shame upon such af* 
fected sensibility^ such odious deceit ? 
If you were destitute of feeling, why 
make me believe you had the heart, 
of a mother ? My poor boy 1 Had I 
been in the situation of thy mother, 
I would not have abandoned thee* 
to the mercy of strangers 1 I would 
have foregone every pleasure, to have 
watched over the health and safety of* 
my child. Oh, God ! do I return to find 
tliee more neglected, perhaps, than, 
my worst alarms suggest! To see thee 
probably robbed for life of those in- 
valuable bles^gs which health and 
active strength bestow ? And is it thy 
mother, whose unnatural neglect baa' 
entailed the curse of disease on thee ?" 
Agatha, cut. to the soul by the 
passionate reproaches of her deeply 
offejided husband, yet conscious they 
wer9 IhU too just^ answered only with. 



her tears. Monroe, walking to and 
fto with a perturbed step and a mind 
still more agitated, perceived the book 
Agatha bad been reading lying open 
upon a table : he took it, read the titl^* 
and, indignantly dating it on the 
ground, thus continued to give vent to 
the anguish of his heart : 

"So, is it for t«wh hlte this, that 
your Archibald is abandoned ! In- 
stead of reading moral books, that 
would teach you your duty, or such 
as would store your mind' with useful 
knowledge, youi deprave your under* 
standing with pernicious works, with- 
out the shadow of merit or originality, 
which shut your heart against true 
fe^ling^ to nurture false enervating 
sensibility { After suffering hardships 
and dangers innumerable, and lying 
on a lingering bed of sickness, while 
my whole soul was devoted to my 
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«ife and tkaU^ I return to fiu^ fir|r 
glowing hopes dissppointed, my do- 
iDCstic peace destroyed^ and my chfid 
abandoned by the woman I kived with 
anceasing fondness^ on whoae: affiae^ 
tion and solemn promiae I bliodlf 
Mliedl Whene is my childi Tell me 
where to find him ! I will not sleep 
tall :I have seen bun I Though Ims mo- 
ther has deserted him, he shall find he 
has still a father I Tell ntie where to^find 
him !" repeated Moncoe, passionately. 

Agatha, drowned in tears,, wasabpiat 
to reply, when the door was hastily 
opened by the servant, who, with con* 
stemation and alarm on her fine, told 
her mistress that a man feoni' Rfcbmond 
wanted to speak with her, about Master 
Ardiibald, and some acddent. 

Agatha, ready to sink with terrar^ 
was going to follow the girl; bot 
Monroe, in a voioe whaoh aaadeboth 



il» f^okl and mifttress tremble, q&mr 
iwn^ed \m wife to tepmm wHcFe fkp 
WM, and desired tib» man pight be 
ffeiM; up stairs. 

How dreadlial were the^ ieaUn^i 
iWMch agitated the wreicbed Moaro^ 
and the trembHng Agatha 1 but thoae 
t)€ the self-condemned mother wn^ 
the jnoat agonLziagrr tfaej approached 
is phfieney! She stood pantmg with 
liorrtd enspeBae 1 Herhufiband, no leas 
4darmed, pah aa death, bis^ mind dis- 
tracted^ his heart agonieed, threw himr 
«tt}f on. the sopha, andatruck. his btim- 
Jng ifiorehead with violenee: hie teeth 
gnaishcd^ and there wtas a terriic iiioe^ 
hemitoa in hie ey^. 

When the maa eame, Monroe^ 

starting up wildly, desired him to 

^ak the worst at ofice, and not to 

Iteep them in euspenae. 

' Tlite man, who Jsied, io the houaie 
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where Nanny and the child boarded^ 
then informed the distracted parents^ 
that ** little Archibald that morning, 
being left by his nursery-maid in a 
hurry, sitting at an open window in 
a room three stories high, had climb- 
ed up, leaned too far over, fallen out, 
and been killed on the spot; that 
Nanny, frightened to death, almost im- 
mediately after, took away her clothes, 
and left the house, and that he was sent 
by the proprietor to inform Mrs, Mon- 
roe of the shocking accident.'* 

At this dreadful intelligence, Mon- 
roe, in a paroxysm of agony, yet ter- 
rified at beholding the anguish of his 
still beloved wife, who stood in a stupor 
of horror, her intellects wandering, ex- 
claimed : 

" Agatha, you have broken my 
heart! But you are suifieiently pu- 
nished ! Your husband forgives you 1" 



Abs, Agatlm Wf» no b>of«r m « Gocu 
4ifcioa to i!ecetve cons^«ktion irom th« 
geaerous hud^aod, wiiiQt,agoaifseda8bU 
fddUngs were, stUl felt oaaipAssioii for 
(be wretched being who had been the 
9oarce of his misery: her mind an^ 
frwie^ rendered peo^liarly weak by th# 
fatal indulgence of indolence, flunk 
un4er the fearful ooqUict: ^e fell 
aenseless on the floor I 

When the wretched mother came to 
herself, phrenzy seized her : she g«vf 
a piercing sbrieki ofUed on her child, 
on her husband, wham she no longer 
kfiew though be bung oirer her with 
agonizing tenderness, accosed herself of 
being a murderess, and invoked curses 
^n her bead ! She at length grew so out^ 
rageous, that she was forced to be se- 
cured. Monroe himself, in a state of 
mind little ^ort of distraction, watch- 
ed day and «igbt by the side of the 
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suffering Agtttha/and tried by every 
means to sa^e her life; but his 
tender cares were ineffectual; she 
was seized with a brain fever, and 
after suffering excruciating agony for 
a few days, expired in the arms of her 
broken-hearted, but still affectionate 
liusband ! 

During the night on which she died, 
her senses returned ; and she had the 
melancholy consolation of knowing that 
her errors were forgiven, and that she 
was still beloved by the generous and 
noble-minded Monroe. 

Such are the dreadful consequences 
of indolence f 

The wretched husband, on the death 
of his wife, was seized with a violent 
fever, which threatened to be fatal ; but 
his youth, and the natural strength of 
his constitution, again snatched him 
from the grave.- On his recovery, Monroe 
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did not retwQ to the West Indies; but, 
unable to endure the sight of places 
and p^eets which incessantly reminded 
him of the dreadful loss he had sqstain-* 
ed, he almost immediately obtained an 
euhan^ into a regiment that wai 
iping to embark for India, He ar- 
rived safe in that country, after a long 
and dangerous voyage, and acted So 
•8 tpgain the friendship and esteenr 
both of the English and the natives^, 
who often experienced his generous^ 
and humane attentions. 

Tiie worthy uncle, Mr. Strathmore, 
received his valued nephew with corn 
dial affection, mingled with bitter re- 
gret. The jniserable end of the wretch-* 
ed Agatha gave him sincere concern,; 
but he was more deeply grieved at; 
seeing the afflicting change which ilU 
pess and domestic misery had wrought 
in the once happy and animated Mon^ 

G2 
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roe. The worthy gentleman howeter 
^Bs suddenly recalled to England soon 
after his nephew's arrival^ and did not 
again return to India. 

Monroe spent ten years in active 
tirtue^ but he could never forget his 
wife and child ; the recollection of 
forme!^ felicity preyed upon his heart, 
and would not suffer him to be happy, 
even when performing the sweet dutiet 
of friendship and humanity. The cruel 
disappointment he had met with in his 
sanguine hopes of conjugal happiness, 
iBfiade him shrink with terror from a 
second union. He spent the few years 
he survived his beloved wW^in the con*' 
seientious exercise of his military duty^ 
and in the practice o# every virtue, be- 
loved and respected by the good, and 
died on the field of battle, mortally 
wounded, at the taking of******. His 
last words, when expiring in the arms 
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of a friend and fellow officer, were 5 
** Death is welcome ! I go to rejoin 
Agatha and my child ! " 

Peace to thy ashes, amiable but too 
confiding Monroe ! May thy virtues 
and sufferings ever live in memory, to 
guard youth against rash enthusiasm 1 
And may thy wretched fate, oh, self- 
destroyed Agatha, be a timely warning 
to the indolent ! And may the judtciouft 
parent, or guardian, who expels thia 
contagion in its birth, be justly ho* 
noured^ and held forth to imitation I 
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